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ACTIVITIES AND FOSTERING OF “COMMUNITY CARPENTERS”
IN RENOVATION OF VACANT HOUSES

-Changes in architecture caused by DIY construction with owner participation-

Ch. Jun Kato

Mem. Yoshie Ijuin, Torajiro Moritomo, Hiroya Kuroki, Kentaro Tawara, Akira Nagatome

Open building construction leading to the cultivation of community and the emergence of new contributors
Recently in Japan, the increasing number of vacant houses and shortage of skilled workers have caused a social demand to
cultivate non-professional participants in building construction. This research organizes the activities of owner-participatory DIY
renovation led by "Community Carpenters" in Kagoshima Prefecture and investigates participants' growth and the value they receive.
Findings reveal that continuous involvement in multiple construction projects enhances amateurs' skills and transforms their roles.
Participants gain three types of values: the act of creation, relationships with fellow creators, and construction methods. "Community

Carpenters" are thus reshaping amateur engagement in architecture and fostering new contributors to construction.
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