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A RECONSTRUCTIVE STUDY OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE RYOTEI “YAOZEN’ BASED ON
RELATED DRAWINGS AND DOCUMENTS

-The period from the Bunsei Era to the Taisho Era-

Ch. Toru Yoda

Mem. Masaaki Horiuchi, Masataka Kanaya

The architecture of the Yaozen ryotei in Asakusa Yamaya was representative of Edo ryotei architecture, and was repeatedly
extended, rebuilt and sometimes reconstructed from the early 19th century until it was destroyed by fire in the Great Kanto Earthquake
of 1923. The family of Zenshiro Kuriyama, the head of Yaozen, left drawings and other documents relating to the architecture of Yaozen,
as well as a type of paper craft known as an ‘assembly picture’. In addition to these materials, this study attempts to analyse the lost
architecture of Yaozen from a restorative perspective and the changes in each period, using ukiyoe and other pictorial materials and

photographs from the Meiji and Taisho periods.
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