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ENVISIONING PREFABRICATED HOUSING AND EQUIPMENT DESIGN
FOR ANEW RESIDENTIAL LIFESTYLE IN PREWAR JAPAN

Ch. Shuntaro Nozawa

Mem. Yosuke Komiyama

Prefabrication techniques and modern amenities were envisioned and designed in various ways in early-twentieth-century Japan.

Designing a novel, walled house with prefabricated—rather than conventional post-and-beam—construction was viewed as a way to

create an ideal new residential lifestyle. The introduction of electrical, kitchen, and heating equipment brought to life the image of

modern comforts within the walled spaces. This article ends with a re-examination of modernist architects’ endeavors to apply Trocken

Montagebau (drywall construction) in the 1930s, demonstrating that these served as an impetus to integrate the design of prefabricated

structures and equipment.
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