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Housing Expenditure, Income Inequality and Poverty in Japan
- Focusing on the After-housing Income Approach-

Ch. Nahoko Kawata
Mem. Yosuke Hirayama

This paper assesses the impact of housing expenditure on income inequality and poverty in Japan. Empirical evidence was collected
from the micro data of National Survey of Family Income and Expenditure and an original survey we conducted in 2014, The research
findings reveal that housing expenditure has had expanding effects on income inequalities and poverty. The extent to which housing

expenditure is linked with income inequality and poverty rates differs according to housing tenure, household type and others. These

facts should prompt the government to undertake an overhaul of housing policies with regard to income redistribution.
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