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A COMPARATIVE SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY ON THE IMAGES OF URBAN RESIDENCE
AND THE ROLE OF HOUSING ADVERTISEMENT

— Focusing on the Advertisement of High-Rise Condominiums in Tokyo —

Ch. Rina Yamamoto
Mem. Ryuzo Uchida

This article aims to analyze the supply trends in high-rise condominiums in Tokyo since 2000 and clarify the modes of expression in the
advertisements designed for people to purchase these condominiums, using social theories of consumption. A scrutiny of these advertisements
demonstrates that the modes of expression are constructed by the uneasy narratives stemming from the huge size and height specific to high-rise
towers as well as the clichéd narratives about their facilities, safety and comfortableness. In addition, examining the conditions and narratives of

high-rise condominiums in Manhattan, we offer a perspective for the comparative studies of high-rise condominiums.
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1) Real Estate Entrepreneur (female): In my experience, the
people who were miserable before buying their dream
penthouse were still miserable after they got it.

2) Chairman (male): There are certainly people that have a big
house with a lot of empty rooms and they are no happier.

3) Chief Executive (female): Money can’t buy you happiness,
and neither can a house. However, if you can afford to buy

your dream home, why not?
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