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LIFE HISTORICAL STUDY OF THE REGIONAL FEATURES AND MODERNIZATION PROCESS OF
MINKA IN THE SOUTHEN Kl PENINSULA

— Characteristics of and Changes of the Housing Floor Plans in the Kumano Area —

Ch. Tokuko Chimori

Mem. Shinpei Yamamoto ,  Aki Masuda , and Yoshiharu Kawabata

This paper utilizes a historical approach to explore the regional features and modemization process of the housing floor plans of Minka in the
Kumano region of the southemn Kii Peninsula. Minka in this part of the peninsula are characterized by a multi-finctional space called katfe, where both
family life and cooking took place. The cooking hearth was located on the katte floor so that cooking could be done seated there. Over time,  this hearth
was gradually improved, including changes that enabled cooking to be done standing up. After the mid-1960s, as fuel resources changed, the cooking

area layout was altered and modernized.
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