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A Study on Changes of Residential Environment in Villages of the Middle and Northern Part of
Okinawa Island: Transformation of Yashikirin (House Enclosure with Trees) in 1945, 1972-74 and
2003

Ch. Tetsuya Ando
Mem. Keiko Ono

Yashikirin (house enclosure with trees) has been an important part of traditional residential space in rural villages of Okinawa but
is dissapearing rapidly. This study analyses the characteristics and changes of yashikirin in the middle and northern part of Okinawa
Island. First, a case study is conducted based on a field survey in Bise, Motobu, where an intact yashikirin with Fukugi trees are still
preserved today. Second, using aerial photographs taken in 1945, 1972-74 and 2003 as well as interview of residents, the changes of
yashikirin and their causes are analyzed for 90 villages in the area.
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1.1%| 11.1%| 2.2%| 0.0%| 14.0%| 2.3%] 2.6%| 7.9%| 2.6%] 0.0% 11.1%| 0.0%
50-59% 4 9 5 1 4 2 3 3 2 0 2 1
4.4% 10.0%| 5.6%| 2.3%| 9.3%| 4.7%| 7.9%| 7.9%| 5.3%] 0.0%| 22.2%| 11.1%
60-69 % 5 6 2 2 1 0 2 3 1 1 2 1
5.6%| 6.7%| 2.2%l 4.7%| 2.3%| 0.0%| 5.3%| 7.9%| 2.6%| 11.1%| 22.2%| 11.1%)|
70-79% 8 3 2 4 1 0 1 2 2 3 0 0
8.9%| 3.3%| 2.2%| 9.3%| 2.3%| 0.0%] 2.6%| 5.3%| 5.3%| 33.3%| 0.0%| 0.0%
80-89% 24 7 0 12 2 Q 12 5 0 0 0 0
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100%) 10 0 0 8 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0
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______ ait 7 7 7 12 12 12 7 7 7 11 11 11 37 37 37
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