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THE TRADITIONAL HOUSE AND ITS CEREMONIAL SPACE
FOR THE SACRED DANCING IN SHIIBA VILLAGE

— A study on the relationship between the traditional Japanese houses and its ceremonies —

Ch. Shigeo Kawamoto
Mem. Ichiro Sakita

In Shiiba Village, the sacred dances known as Shiiba kagura have been handed down since 17" century,
which are performed in the individual houses every winter thanking the harvest and their happiness to God.
The dances have gradually come to be played in the community center nowadays, however, still in a few
hamlets performed in their own houses as in the past. We have conducted the field survey on 20 houses and
the 5 actual kagura performances. Based on the analyzed results, we will make it clear that the people in

Shiiba have adjusted the plan of the house to the ceremonial events especially to the sacred dance.
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