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THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN MINORITY BEHAVIOR AND REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTS
AS PLACES WHERE THEY CAN BE THEMSELVES

Ch. Shodo Mizuki

Mem. Shuhei Araya, Shuji lijima, Maya Kanamaru and Naoko Yamaguchi

This paper introduces some perspectives regarding minority group behavior and the places where they can "be themselves"
in the city. Through participant observation, we looked at how children and the homeless find places where they are free to be
themselves. The physical and social characteristics of the environments were described. Results indicated that 1) facilities designed
for such groups can actually be exclusionary, so 2) they need another type of facilities such as one that allows them to create in
outdoor environments, and 3) in order for these groups to be able to create their own outdoor environments which are different from
indoor ones, it is necessary for them to be able to use and change, and be supported by, their social and physical environments.
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