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HOUSE ADAPTATION TO PROGRESSIVE NEUROLOGICAL DISEASE

A Case Study in Parkinson's Disease

Ch. Makoto Ikeda
mem. Takayuki Taguchi

Parkinson's disease is one of the progressive neurological diseases. We considered that the physical living arrangements (e.g.
house) of individuals with Parkinson's disease might not be suitably adapted to either their current level of disability and
functionality, or to coping with progression of the disease. The purpose of this study was to examine how to reform and how to
adapt their house to fulfil the living, QOL, and motor function needs of Parkinson's disease patients. Motor abilities of individuals
with Parkinson's disease are significantly impaired, but they do not tend to live in accommodation adapted to either their disabilities
or progression of the disease. Such adaptations were particularly absent in the toilets and bathrooms. We concluded that we had to
consider houseadaptation to improve their mobilities and houses to prevent a fall to a vanety of progressive disabilities.
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