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KON WAJIRO’S WORKS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF PEASANTS' HOUSES AND THEIR LIVING
CONDITIONS AND HIS RESEARCH STUDIES IN JAPANESE NORTHERN REGIONS

Ch. Kazuko Hayashi

Mem. Masamitsu Ogihara, Izumi Kuroishi, Yoko Nagayama and Ryoko Maejima

The two research studies; one was on the peasant houses in Japanese snowy districts by Sekichou of the Ministry of Agriculture and
another was on the redevelopment of peoples’ houses in the northern regions by Dojunkai, to which a Japanese architect Kon Wajiro
participated from 1935 to 1941, were epochal works before the World War II. This paper examines why and how these research studies
were conducted, and what Kon accomplished through them. The outcomes from these two research studies formed the foundation of the
movement for the improvement of living conditions in Japanese rural areas after the World War II.
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