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A STUDY ON THE SPACE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPOUNDS

—Space Composition of the Villages in Northern Cameroon and Dogon Land of Mali—

Ch. Akira Fujii
Mem. Kiyoaki Oikawa, Hidekuni Magaribuchi, Osamu Tsukihashi, Tomoyuki Ihara and Satoko Fukuwaka.

This paper focuses on the complex dwellings called "compound” inhabited by an extended family, and elucidates their spatial
characteristics through a fieldwork of traditional villages in the northern part of Cameroon and Bandiagara escarpment in the
Republic of Mali. A compound consists of small huts, separated both spatially and functionally, such as bedroom, kitchen, granary,
pen, and they are connected with court and 'danki'. To grasp the spatial characteristics, we express the composition of a compound
as a graph based on the relation of neighborhood, accessibility and property among the components, and then analyze the village

space using the indices of the network theory.
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