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[SYNOPSIS]

The purposes of this research are to establish a model
of the support system and to clarify the issues to promote
House Adaptation (HA) in terms of Individual Educational
Program (IEP) for children with multiple and physical
disabilities. 33 pupils of 5 Yokohama Municipal Special
Schools for the Physically Disabled were investigated . It was
studied to investigate the hypotheses of implementation on
HA was established on the base from the results of
investigation on environmental conditions in children’s
homes and schools. IEP, Individualized Family Service Plan
(IFSP) and Individualized Transition Plan (ITP) in USA were
referred to make an assumption of HA Support Model Plan
in Japan.

Interview with the parents in their homes showed that
there were the high needs of HA for providing assistance of
24 hours medical care and keeping security for locomotion,
toileting and taking a bath. Through the observation of
movements of 16 students and teachers in the schools,
analyzing the condition of arrangement of educational
instrument and recording of temperature and humidity in the
classrooms, it was clarified that it was needed the
environmental control for children with chronically high and
low temperature and active usage of some welfare
equipment. However, classroom has not enough space for
general activities and feeding school meals.

Equipment for welfare (etc. apparatus for positioning or
lifter) was used in an inconsistent way, not systematically.
It was realized that there was the high needs on reduction of
difficulties for teachers, etc. from removing children with
their hands to removing them by using a lifter. Using a lifter
can make possible individual teaching and western style
living activities on the floor. A lifter attached to the ceiling
was introduced in a heated pool for the experiment. It
showed that introduction of a lifter made possible not only
relieving teachers work load and keeping securities but also
improving teaching and specialization of teachers’ works.

The investigation on the environmental condition of
temperature and humidity in the classrooms showed that it
was enough for ordinary children. Since just under 40% of all
students have the problem of controlling body temperature,
it is necessary of the individualized control of environmental
condition for them. In order to establish HA support system,
teachers in special schools need to playing roles for data-base
function and coordinate function.
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