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[SYNOPSIS]

In traditional Urban Festivals, symbols such as
hikiyama and mikoshi are the central objects of presentations.
However, streets and the structures on the street sides are also
specially presented for the festival rites at the same time. In
many cases, distinctive spatial features of the city are well-
utilized for the presentation. This research focuses on the
spatial presentations for a special day, mainly at Machiya
during festival rites and aims to investigate the current
situation in detail, revealing how these Machiya and their
streets are utilized for the presentations during the festival
rites, and how these presentations affect the spatial
formations of Machiya and their streets.

The research subject is urban festivals which are held
in various cities in the western part of Japan. First of all,
urban festivals in various cities were explored as much as
possible and the street utilizations were investigated. As a
result, we found many common elements with the Kyoto
Gion Festival we investigated before by this research group
in regard to the street presentation, revealing the actual
influence. Other than the religious symbol, facades along the
streets are decorated with curtains and lanterns and the front
sides of the chambers facing the streets are left open and
decorated with the folding screens, creating integrated
presentations with the streets.

Among the exploration subjects, five distinctive
districts ( Kameoka and Kurama, Kyoto pref., Otsu and Hino,
Shiga pref. and Johana, Toyama pref.) are researched further
in details. Other than the district level research such as the
structure classification and distributive research on the
presentation elements such as decorative curtains, structure
level researches such as the survey on the ornaments used at
Machiya and clubhouses were conducted. As a result, we
found that the spatial presentation for festival rites influences
Machiya and their street. For example, traditional public
facilities for the festivals are intently preserved in Kameoka,
presentations are influenced by renewals of the traditional
form of Machiya in Kurama, distinctive forms for the
appreciation of hikiyama were seen in Otsu and Hino,
Machiya are altered on a large scale for the festival
presentation in Johana.
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