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[SYNOPSIS]

The development of modern industrial cities, in 19th
century UK. as well as in 20th century Japan, has brought
about the construction of commercial and business areas in
the centre and industrial and high-density residential areas in
the neighbouring zones. In U.K. the concentration of
population in the cities started in the beginning of the 19th
century. The population growth was absorbed by the
construction of high-density terraced houses in the inner
urban areas. On the other hand in Japan, especially in Osaka,
the concentration of population began early in the 20th
century. The population explosion was absorbed by Nagaya
houses. Despite the difference of 100 years between Japan
and UK., it becomes clear that the development of cities and
the way of living in the inner urban areas have some common
points.

Subsequently housing problems mainly included
sanitary problems resulted from high-density dwellings.
Liverpool in UK. coped with the problem by establishing
some bye-laws such as the Liverpool Sanitary Amendment
Act. The central government enacted the Public Health Act
to support local authorities’ methods and improve the
problem. In Japan, however, the Building Act and the Urban
Planning Act without coping with the sanitary problem was
enacted, though the water supply had come into wide use
fairly by about 1900.

This comparative study between Japan and UK.,
especially among Osaka, Liverpool and Birmingham makes it
clear that there are the following six differences regarding the
construction of inner urban residential areas and the
institutionalisation of renewal and conservation programs:
1) local govemment’s independence, 2) time of social
consensus among fire prevention building materials etc.,
3) modernisation of the construction industry, 4) encourage-
ment of local housing industries, 5) comprehensiveness of
housing improvement and residential area renewal, 6)
importance of neighbouring relations in the residential area
renewal policy.

Consequently it is thought that future residential area
renewal programs need residents’ participations and supports
when the plans are made and carried out.
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