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[SYNOPSIS]

The Korean Diplomatic Mission dispatched to Japan by
Lee-dynasty Korea in the course of Edo Period (17-19th
centuries) promoted a tremendous scale of urban planning
combined with event-oriented facility planning. A series of
diplomatic facilities called “Gochisojo” can be reconstructed
based on the existing buildings and historical documents, and
will be the core for the future cultural promotion.

The purpose of this research is to analyze the historical
process of the diplomatic facilities in Japan and the Japanese
colony in Pusan called “Wakan” where the representatives of
Tsushima-han negotiated with Korea on diplomatic matters
including the mission, as well as to give the reconstruction of
these facilities from the point of architectural and urban
history. In particular the comparative study on both
Kaminoseki in Yamaguchi Prefecture and the Wakan in
Pusan will clarify the meaning of mutual architectural
heritage of Japan and Korea.

In Kaminoseki, the Ochaya (villa) was created as a
guest house at the beginning of Edo Era to receive the
mission , the whole town became a diplomatic center in order
to accommodate both Korean and Japanese envoys which
exceeded 1,000 people. Iwakuni-han had to renew the
planning on each occasion of Korean visits according to the
prescription made by Tsushima-han.

The Wakan in Pusan was constructed in the second half
of the 17th century and provided the Director's Pavilion
(Kanshuya), the Market House (Kaiichi Daicho), the Guest
House (Daicho) and so on in an extremely vast area. Beyond
the stone wall of this colony, Koreans constructed the Guest
House (Heksa), the Banqueting Hall (Yondechon) etc. to
receive the Japanese Mission. The building type of this
Wakan was the mixture of the Japanese samurai-residence
type and the Korean guest house type. This unique type was
created as a result of the joint operation of Japanese-Korean
architects and craftsmen.

The reconstruction based on the existing architectural
plans and maps led to the fact that these buildings were the
fundamental elements to formulate the landscape and
townscape. The reuse of these buildings as well as the
reconstruction of the lost facilities will contribute to the
regional promotion based on this unique and rich
architectural heritage.
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